THE  DUTIES  OF  AUTHORS.                l6l

that the beliefs of to-day are always better than the
beliefs of yesterday; that every man who has dared
to stick to an opinion condemned by a majority
must necessarily be a fool for his pains ? That
really seems to be a common opinion. We hear a
great deal at the present day about "mandates/' and
a mandate seems to be regarded not simply as a
declaration of the will of a majority which must, in
point of fact, be obeyed, but as the official utterance
of an infallible church which cannot in point of logic
be erroneous. Now, I confess that I have always
had a weakness for the faithful Abcliel. I believe
that a man is often doing invaluable services who
resists the dominant current of opinion, who de-
nounces fallacies when they are growing and flourish-
ing, and points out that a revolution in belief, even
though it be inevitable for the time, and even though
it contain an element of right reason, may yet
contain errors and hasty judgments and deviations
from the true line of progress, which require exposure
the moz'e unsparing in proportion to their temporary
popularity. Is not the ordinary journalist's frame of
mind singularly unfavourable to his discharge of this
function ? and is it not inevitable that it should be
so as long as the journalist's only aim is to gain a
hearing somehow ? It matters not which side he

takes.   He denounces some new dectrine, but only in
VOL, IL                     11